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March 2014 Bulletin 

Adar 5774 

Where Traditional Judaism Embraces the Contemporary World 

         

Exciting Purim Events 

 
 

       Saturday, March15th 
 

 Dinner & Schpiel—6:30 pm ($10 per couple/family—RSVP required) 
 

Havdallah & Purim Activities begin at 7:30pm 
 

Sunday, March 16th is Carnival Time — 
Fun For All !!!!  

 
Our school children will kick off the carnival with a costume  

parade @ 11:30! 
 

Don’t’ miss out on the food, fun and festivities 
 

 

 

 

 

 
We are looking for “players” for our Purim Shpiel on Saturday, 3/15 @ 7:30pm!  

 

Please contact the office if you are interested ….No experience necessary!!!! 
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Message from  
 Our Rabbi 
 

  

         

 

                                                                                                    The Jewish calendar presents the “major                                  

                                                                                                     holidays” of Passover, Shavuot and 

                                                                                                     Sukkot; and the “minor” holidays of  

                                                                                                     Hanuka, Purim and Yom ha-Atzma’ut 

(Israel’s Independence Day). The words “major” and “minor” are misleading, as they seem to indicate 

that relative importance. The fact is that all of the holidays are important: the designation “major” and 

“minor” simply reflects whether a holiday appears in the Torah. Thus, the important holiday of Purim is 

“minor” because it is presented in the later Writings of the TaNaKH, the Hebrew Bible.  

 The message of Purim is extremely significant, and the soap-opera story – told with a full range 

of emotion – is far from simple. Each character – Esther, Mordechai and Haman – is a metaphor for 

good and evil. The Book of Esther is the only Book in the Hebrew Bible that carries not one mention of 

God’s Name, yet the message of God’s involvement and guidance in life is reflected through every plot 

and sub-plot woven through the ten chapters of the M’gila.  

 No matter where the story appears in the Hebrew Bible or how the theology is present (or not), 

Purim offers the basic human message that we are to weave into our lives the significant elements of 

light, celebration, joy and appreciation. The Rabbis of the Talmud formulate the message quite clearly: 

MEE SHEH-NEEKH-NAS MARBIM B’SIMCHA – The month of [Purim] reminds us to open our eyes to 

the joys of life.  

 Purim and the story of Esther remind us to laugh even in the midst of our trials and tribulations, 

both personal and collective. We can endure whatever it is that tries to darken our outlook on life if we 

truly understand our goal is to look towards light and joy. It is more than all right to smile and to cele-

brate, to see humor and to enjoy: it is a healthy way to approach life. 

 Congregation Beth Am is known for its two prerequisites for being involved: an open mind and 

a sense of humor. Closed minds and anger create paths to darkness. Open minds and humor bring 

people together in a context of appreciating the lighter side of life and the joys we need to share. In so 

many ways, laughter is the key to life.    

 Purim is for every child under the age of 120! We invite everyone to join us for a mature, joyful 

experience of Jewish survival after Shabbat, March 15th, and for a rather boisterous review of the Book 

of Esther on Sunday morning, March 16th. We cheer the hero and boo the villain, and make sure that 

the Synagogue is a place where – in the words of the M’gila – “there is gladness and joy among the 

Jews, with rejoicing and celebration.” 

 The wisdom of Yiddish culture expresses the point of humor perfectly: “What soap is to the 

body, laughter is to the soul.” 
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Message from  
 Our President 
Debbie Davids 

 Good to Great 

I must confess that, as I take a step back and look at what is happening at Beth Am, I can find a 

lot to smile about. Our religious school is filled with students who are always enjoying them-

selves. Even our youngest students are at home in our sanctuary. As the students from our Mitzva 

class step up on the bima for their Bar and Bat Mitzvas, I am impressed by their skills and in-

spired by their commitment to continue with their education and support their classmates. Our 

Men’s Club and Mitzva Brigade are becoming ever more involved in the life of our congregation. 

Our catering committee is amazing and they have undoubtedly become the talk of the congrega-

tion as they raise the bar higher and higher on the quality of the simchas we celebrate. The Board 

of Directors is a cohesive group of dedicated members who keep a watchful eye on the present 

and, at the same time, are looking forward and planning for a successful future for Beth Am. We 

have an exciting Purim celebration this month, our Seder Committee is planning a 1st Night of 

Passover Seder that no one will want to miss and in the summer we will celebrate a new Torah at 

Beth Am.  We continue to welcome new families into our Beth Am family as our community 

recognizes the good things that are happening at Beth Am. Things are “good” here; and that has 

me a little worried. 

 

“Good is the enemy of great. And that is one of the key reasons why we have so little that be-

comes great.” Jim Collins made this statement in his book Good to Great. He goes on to say, “We 

don’t have great schools, principally because we have good schools. We don’t have great govern-

ment, principally because we have good government. Few people attain great lives, in large part 

because it is just so easy to settle for a good life. The vast majority of companies never become 

great, precisely because the vast majority become quite good- and that is their main problem.” He 

concludes that, “A great organization is one that makes a distinctive impact and delivers superior 

performance over a long period of time.” 

 

I know this is what I want for Beth Am. I want us to be a great synagogue that makes a distinc-

tive impact in the Central Florida Jewish community and delivers superior performance for a 

very long time. 

 

The challenge that I face is how to take Beth Am from “good” to “great.” And I want to make it 

your challenge too. I don’t have the solution to this problem, but I am a firm believer in setting 

goals and implementing plans to achieve those goals, and the more audacious the goal the better. 

Without a doubt, we are “on a roll;” but we must not lose our momentum. If we are to take the 

extraordinary step from “good” to “great,” then I need your ideas. I need your commitment. I 

need your support. I need each of you to examine how you can help us reach this next level in our 

development. I need each of you to dedicate yourselves to helping Beth Am to achieve this lofty 

goal. The benefit of greatness will make the result worthy of our efforts. 
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FELLOWSHIP SHABBAT – FRIDAY, MARCH 28th 

We invite everyone to join us for an uplifting Interfaith Experience, as ministers from the 

community and members of their congregations will join us for Shabbat Dinner and a very 

special Kabbalat Shabbat service. The ministers will participate in the service.  

This evening will kick off an education series: Christian Questions, Jewish Response. For 

example, one church leader has already submitted these questions: 

What significance is there to the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE?  

1. Is it possible the end of the Sacrifices came to an end because Jesus the ultimate sac-

rificial Lamb? 

2. When God left the Temple (Ezekiel 10), did God ever return? If so, when and how? 

3. How do Jews explain the origin of Christianity when thousands of Jews believed Jewish 

prophecy had been fulfilled in the Person and work of Jesus of Nazareth? 

4. Did Jesus, Peter and the Apostles misuse Jewish Scripture? 

5. Who is Isaiah 53 talking about when he presents “The Suffering Servant”? 

Is it within Jewish Tradition to believe the Messiah would come in two stages: first in hu-
mility as a Servant and second in victory as a King? 

 

Cost for the dinner is $10/person. We ask for people to volunteer an extra $10 (or more) 

to sponsor the ministers and church leaders. Payments may be made in the office or 

through the secure page on our website. Please designate “Fellowship Shabbat” with any 

payment.  

Purim 

The word “purim” means “lots”.  The holiday is so named because it commemorates the tale of 

the villainous Haman who cast lots to determine the best day for the massacre of the Jews 

throughout the Persian Empire. 

 The day has acquired many of the characteristics of the simultaneous carnival season 

enjoyed by other people.  Instead of observing the day in seriousness and gravity and contem-

plating the possible, dreadful consequences, we traditionally treat the even as a huge joke.  In 

fact, Haman — the archetype of the classic anti-Semite — is portrayed as a clumsy clown. 

 Some people call Purim the holiday of Spring Fever.  The long winter in Israel is about to 

end, and Spring is just beyond the next new moon.  We wear costumes and we laugh, almost as 

if to get our of our systems the riotous emotions of early Spring, in order to address the theme of 

liberation more profoundly when Pesah arrives. 
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Member Spotlight 

“I’m from New JOISEY,” she said with a warm smile and a twinkle in her eye. It was a long journey 

from her childhood days in Weehawken. Fran Gelfand is a retired Child Psychiatrist, she and husband 

Phil, also a retired physician, are residents of Lake Mary and prominent members of our Congregation.    

Having always had a great passion for children and the desire to become a pediatrician, a special oppor-

tunity arose which enabled her to complete her work in psychiatry instead. It was 14 long and difficult 

years from the day she graduated high school to completion of her training and hang up a shingle. As 

one of only four women in a class of 100 students at medical school, she faced enormous challenges 

that woman do not encounter today. She married Phil while studying and managed having children dur-

ing her course of studies. Their four daughters, are each a professional in their own right, Corinne, a 

cake decorator, Shoshana, a rabbi, Miriam, a cantor, and Deborah, a teacher.  Now they are blessed 

with nine grandchildren.   

Despite long career hours and her own children to contend with, they always placed a high value for 

Judaism. When they moved to Leesburg, Florida in 1972 they joined a one room Synagogue, eventually 

becoming members of Ohev Shalom so their children could have the benefits of a proper Jewish educa-

tion. In recent years they preferred a smaller more “haimish” congregation with a stronger a sense of 

community. They adore Rabbi Rick who inspired them to become part of the Beth Am family.  

Fran and Phil retired several years ago although she continued to teach in the Department of Psychiatry 

at the University of Florida Medical School. In 2010 the students in the Department voted her teacher 

of the year.    

Two years ago Fran joined forces with Norma Greenberg and Elissa Sherwin to form a group for mitz-

vot (special deeds) in the community. They did not want a Sisterhood, just an active group that would 

accomplish important good deeds.  For the second meeting each brought a friend.  Slowly the Mitzvah 

Brigade grew to nearly fifty active members and is working on a multitude of community projects. 

There are no officers and no dues. It’s pure mitzvot. A member may suggest a project and takes it on as 

their responsibility. The Brigade has assisted with The Second Harvest, The Ronald Mc Donald house, 

The Food Pantry, The Seminole Safe House and many others.  

She claims not to be a leader of the Mitzvah Brigade, just a shepherd for the group, but she is definitely 

an important inspiring leader in our congregation. 

 Fran Gelfand 
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  Zach Shenkman 
  April 5 & 6, 2014 

 
    Zach Shenkman is the son of Jason and Lisa Shenkman.

    He is in the seventh grade at Lake Mary Preparatory  

    School where he is an “A” student, and a member of the  

    National Junior Honor Society.  At school, he is on the 

swim team and the Junior Varsity baseball team.  In his free time, Zach loves to read, 

play video games, play football and learn computer programming. 

Zachary’s sister, Danielle, who also attends religious school at Beth Am will be in  

attendance, as well as all of his grandparents; Leonard and Debra Silver from Boyn-

ton Beach, FL and Norman and Rita Shenkman from New York.  Zach also  has 

many aunts, uncles and cousins who will happily travel from the Northeast to cele-

brate with him: Aunt Jodi, Uncle Matt, and cousins Kasey and Jared from Connecti-

cut; Aunt Jenn, Uncle Dave, and cousins Hannah and Avery from Massachusetts; 

and Aunt Hillary, Uncle Rob, and cousins Brad and Justin from New Hampshire. 

 

   

 

Ryan is currently enrolled at Crooms Academy of Information  

Technology in Sanford. He is in all honors/Dual Enrollment classes, 

and keeps straight A’s.  Ryan loves to help out at the Synagogue, and does 

so in the pre-K and Kindergarten class on Sundays. He also assists during He-

brew School on Tuesdays, pulling kids out to help them practice for their Bar or 

Bat Mitzvahs.  Ryan also participates in Rabbis’ club every other Sunday. Along 

with his synagogue involvement, Ryan is also a member of honors societies 

Business Professionals of America and the math club Mu Alpha Theta, and en-

joys playing competitive tennis. 

 

MENSCH OF THE MONTH: 
RYAN MACKLER 
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WE REMEMBER — MARCH YAHRZEITS 

6 Aliza Shamash, grandmother of Daniel Gotlib 

6     Louis Heller, father of Cheryl Allen 

7 Zinoviy Tregubov, grandfather of Marie Agranovsky 

8 Doris Miller, mother of Barbara Bernstein  

8 Doris Miller, grandmother of Shari Riddell 

8     Katherine Bosworth, mother of Sima Feldberg 

9     Blanche Hoppenstand, mother of Fern Loory 

9 Hyman Hecht, father of Ava Martin 

9     Sidney S.Brown, father of Alan Brown 

9     Sidney Brown, father of Fred Brown 

10   Erna Stern, grandmother of Diane Seigel 

10 Marta Keating, mother of Sean-Paul Lewis 

10   Max Maysman, father of Carolyn Kaplan 

10 Morris Meister, grandfather of Joanie Mayer 

11 Roland Reagan, father of JoAnn Woociker 

11 Abe Feldberg, father of Jerry Feldberg 

12 Celia Mendelsohn, grandmother of Robyn Eichenholz 

13 Bertha Grutman, mother of Jeri Leavitt 

13 Marvin Weisman, father of Heidi Ulch 

14 Flora Tulip, mother of Cyndie Elman 

14 Fred Gardner, husband of Sandy Gardner 

14   Fred Gardner, father of Evan Gardner 

14 Zlata Glushakov, great-grandmother of Alex 

Agranovsky 

15 Dave Jacobson, father of Linda Bernstein 

15   Irene M. Berman, sister of Carolyn Kaplan 

16 Floyd Bellet, father of Pam Bellet 

16   Lillian Schanz, mother of Barbara Sokolov 

16 Martin Levin, brother of Rhonda Des Islets 

17 Paul Pisak, father of Nancy Kucaba 

18 Melvin H. Weiner, father of Sandy Weiner  

18   Rose Mardex, grandmother of Irving Gussow 

18 Terryl Joy Gussow, wife of Irving Gussow 

19  David Eichenholz, grandfather of Jason Eichenholz 

20   Kenneth Bowman, husband of Wendy Bowman 

20 Pearl Barron, mother of Anne Lev 

21 Lenore Leavitt, first wife of Jack Leavitt 

21 Matthew Rothman, father of Sandi Groberg 

21   Rose Padawer, mother of Joseph Padawer 

21 William Chubin, father of Sima Feldberg 

22 Foster Kesler, father of Robert Sheldon 

22 Mickey Achtel, aunt of Michael Abrams 

22   Samuel Poiley, father of Jeffrey Poiley 

22   Wilbur “Bill” Shapiro, husband of Bernice Shapiro 

22 Wilbur “Bill” Shapiro, father of Susan Shapiro 

23 Sheryl Shenkman, mother of Stacy Gotlib 

24 Benjamin Mardex, uncle of Irving Gussow 

24 James Grossman, brother-in-law of Mary Lavin 

24   Marie Kucaba, daughter of Nancy Kucaba 

24   Tillie Kornick, grandmother of Mark Davids 

24   Tillie Kornick, mother of Bernice Davids 

25 Reuben Belnick, father of Luci Belnick 

25   Sylvia Weinstein, mother of Sheila Kaprow 

27 Francis Rosenberg, father of Robert Rosenberg 

27   Shirley Harlich, mother of Lynn Rose 

28 Bessie Lipnick, grandmother of Sherril Bracco 

28   Donna K. Gross, loving friend of Irving Gussow 

28 Rose Lily Liebovitz, grandmother of Steven Leibowitz 

28   Selma Pensky, sister of Lillian Tobias 

29 Sidney Heller, father of Faith Brotman 

31 Myron Blattner, uncle of Craig Blattner 

31   Ruth Greenwald, mother of Sherril Bracco 

31 Sylvan Lefkovits, grandfather of Janet Kaplan 

31   Sylvan Lefkovits, grandfather of Mark Schulman 

IN MEMORIAM 

As a Congregational Family,  

we extend our heartfelt condolences to the 
Estrin Family as they remember 

 
Lucy Estrin 

IN MEMORIAM 

As a Congregational Family,  

we extend our heartfelt condolences to the 
Woociker Family as they remember 

 
Rose Woociker 
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MARCH 2014 
SERVICE SCHEDULE: 

FRIDAY EVENINGS AT 

7:30 PM 

SHABBAT MORNINGS 

AT 9:30AM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Community 

Minyan 

7:45 am  

Mon-Fri 

Jewish  

Academy of  

Orlando 

    

 

 

 

 

 

1  Pekudei 

Shabbat Shekalim 

Mitzva Class 

9 am 

Shabbat  

Service 9:30  

 

Adult Bar Mitzva of 

Arnold Breman 

2    Religious    

School 

CBA 9:30 AM 

 
YP Havura 

 

Mitvah Brigade 

Pot Luck (RSVP) 

 

3 4 

 

NO 

Religious 

School 

Winter 

Springs 

 

5  

 

Religious 

School  
CBA 

4:15 pm 

 

 

6 

 

7 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

7:30 pm 
 
 

 

Bat Mitzva of  

8   Va-Yikra 

Mitzva Class 
9 am 
 
Service 
9:30am  

 

Rayna Cohen 

 

9  
Religious School 
CBA 9:30 am 
 

Mitzvah Brigade 

meeting @ 10am 

 

Rabbis’ Club for 

8th-10th Graders 

@ 12 :15 

10 

 

 

 

 

11  Religious 

School 

Winter 

Springs 
5 pm 

 

Monthly 

Board Meet-

ing 7:30pm 

12  

 

 

Religious 
School  

CBA 

4:15 pm 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 

7:30 pm 

15     Tzav 

Shabbat Zachor 

 

Mitzva Class 

9 am 

Service 9:30am  

 
Purim Dinner 

6:30 

16 

 

Purim  

Carnival 

11:30 am 
 

 

17 

 

 

 

18    Rabbi's 

monthly  

presentation @ 

Oakmonte—

1:30 pm 
Religious 

School 
Winter Springs 
5 pm 

19  Religious 

School  

CBA 

4:15 pm 
 

Adult  

Education 

7:15pm 

20 

 

 

Book & 

Movie 

Club 

7pm  

21 

 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 
7:30 

 

 

22     Shemini 

Shabbat Parah 

 

No Mitzva Class 
 

Service 

9:30am  
 

 

23    Empty 

      Nesters  

     Havura 

 

NO SCHOOL 

——————- 

 

30 

Religious 

School 

CBA 9:30 am 

24 

 

 

 
 

________ 

 

31 

 

25 

 

Religious 

School 
Winter 

Springs 

5 pm 

 

 

26 

 

Religious 

School  
CBA 

4:15 pm 

 

Adult  

Education 

7:15pm 

27 28 

 

Fellowship 
Dinner  6:15 

followed by 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat  

@ 7:30 pm 

 

 

29     Tazri’a 

Shabbat Hachodesh 

 

Mitzva Class 

9 am 

 

Service 

9:30am  

 



9 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1-Mar   Daniel Franzel  (12) 
 
2-Mar  Dylan Escobar  (9) 
  

3-Mar  Michael L. Baron 
  Benjamin Colley  (9) 
  Delaney Rosenblatt  (10) 
 
4-Mar  Rayna Cohen  (13)  
  Sami Keimach  (13) 
 
5-Mar  Janelle Jacobson  (9) 
 
6-Mar  Gwen Bloom 
 
7-Mar  Scott Halperin 
 

8-Mar  Holnic Altidor 
  Jacob Bourne 
 
9-Mar  Denise Jaffe 
 
10-Mar Charles Bracco 
 
11-Mar Max Goldstone (15) 
 
12-Mar Herb Weissman 
 
13-Mar Betsy Batwin 
  Beth Oxborough  
  Rich Rubin 
  Tessa Weiss  (2) 
 
14-Mar Alex Bourne 
  Emily Weinstein  (16) 
 
15-Mar Karen Estrin 
  Marlene Morris 
  Debbie Zelkowitz 
 
16-Mar Kate Botwinik 
  Sasha Sanchez 

17-Mar Kate Fleming 
 
18-Mar Jill Riola 
 
19-Mar Havener Closner 
 
20-Mar Larry Kaplan 
  Jonah Katz  (1) 
 
21-Mar Jeff Poiley 
  Lisa Reichelson  (12) 
  Ethan Shear  (14) 
  Elly Soski 
 
22-Mar Kevin Colley 
 
23-Mar Harry Bernstein 
  Lauri Cayado 
  Mary Kutner 
 
24-Mar Richard Shassian 
 
26-Mar Hilda Frishman 
  Stan Levine 
  Sabrina Lichtenstein  
   
27-Mar Francine Gelfand 
  Amanda Taubman  (15) 
 
28-Mar Seth Herwitz 
  Abigail Katz  (7) 
 
29-Mar Heddy Bernstein 
   
30-Mar Adam Bial 
  Michael Finkelstein  (12) 
 
31-Mar Jared Schlesinger  (11) 
 
 
*It was Bennett Buxbaum’s birthday 
 on Feb 2nd! Sorry for the typo!! 
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MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 
2– Mar Cliff & Denise Reback  (55) 
 

4– Mar Alberto & Sophia Poliak  (33) 
 Ron & Judy  Suberman  (24) 
5-Mar Paul & Sue Brodersen  (14) 
  
7-Mar Steve & Karen Franzel  (16) 
 Marty & Marsha Stein  (22) 
 
9-Mar Joshua & Rebecca Katz  (11) 
 
10-Mar David & Hope Keimach  (13) 
 
11-Mar Steve & Linda Leibowitz  (30)  

 Sam & Rachel Shapiro  (14) 

 
14-Mar Bennett & Marge Buxbaum  (15) 
 
15-Mar Steven Sable & Susan Shapiro  (34) 
 
19-Mar Jim & Jill Riola  (20) 
 Michael L. Baron & Elaine Silver (37) 
 
20-Mar  Seth & Debbie Reichelson  (20) 
 
21-Mar Michael & Sharon Wilensky  (21) 
 
22-Mar Bob & Andrea Sheldon  (44) 
 
31-Mar Sandy & Rachel Weiner  (28) 

First Night Seder at Beth Am  
 

led by Rabbi Rick 

 

Monday, April14 

Seder begins promptly at 6:30pm 

 

 
 Please remit your payment and RSVP through the synagogue office 

( 407.862.3505 ) or shalom@congbetham.org no later than April 7th 
 
 Pay through our secure page @ www.congbetham.org 

 
Adults (member)     $38 

Adults (non-member)   $48 

Children (ages 5-12)    $20 

Children under age 5   Free 

College Students without local family         $10 

Active duty military personnel  Free 

* Your payment  
secures your  
reservation 
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Yizkor Fund 

Ronald Lux & Betsy D. Lindsay  In memory of Lucy Estrin 

Kail & Faith Brotman   In memory of Dora Brotman 

General Fund 

Roy & Jackie Rosenfeld   In honor of their Aliya 

Sheryl Schiebe    In honor of Rabbi Rick 

Marcia Rosen    In memory of her mother Florence Goldfarb 

Hank & Norma Greenberg   In honor of Arnold Breman 

Religious School 

Steve & Denise Jaffe   Thank you for the much needed DVD player 

Beautification 

Michael & Roxanne Baron   Thank you for the supplies needed for building maintenance 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Bennett & Marge Buxbaum  In honor of their 15th wedding anniversary 

 

 
March is movie month again!  

 
The movie of the month is an Israeli film, “Ushpizin” (roughly translated 

as “holy guests”). It is the story of a couple who are, not only childless but 

are also down on their luck financially. They have no money for a succah 

or for a festive Sukkot dinner. “Lo and behold, miracles arrive. A donation 

of $1,000 from a yeshiva is slipped under their door.” An old friend then shows up with two 

other men. This appears to be a miracle too. They are the Ushpizin. It is only later that they find 

out these two have just escaped from prison.  This movie, “stylistically belongs to a classic tradi-

tion of raucous Yiddish comedy that is easy to enjoy if taken lightly”. It is a wonderful, heart –

warming, and beautiful movie in which you can feel the emotion of the story. 

 Thursday, March 20,2014 is the date for this movie. We will meet at 7 PM at a member’s home. 

You are most welcome to join us. Popcorn and light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP 

so that our host can plan appropriately. Hope to see you then.   

Bookandmovieclub@congbetham.org 

 Book & Movie Club 

UPDATE FROM THE GIFT 
SHOP: 

 
New and exciting pesach 

items will be arriving soon!!  
Get a new seder plate, gift items ,or some  

delicious matzolah! 

 A SPECIAL WELCOME  
        TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

 
ILIA & FABIANA KAPLAN 

ROSY GREENBERG & YVETTE 

PARET 

SUPPORTERS OF BETH AM 

mailto:Bookandmovieclub@congbetham.org
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The Hebrew root H-V-R conveys the meaning of “connection” and has traditionally been applied to 

Jewish relationships. In the early centuries of the rabbinic era, for example, a study partner was called 

a Haver and a study group was called a Hevruta. Today we extend the “connection” to people who 

simply want to enjoy being Jewish together, often in the home: the Havura.  

  

Currently, we have one Havura, with another just getting organized and under way: 

MID-20s to 30-SOMETHINGS: We get together for social events, Havdala, game nights, talking and 

laughing. We might even go to shul together and go out after for dessert. Currently, we are collecting 

recipes that our grandparents bequeathed to us so we can cook and eat our way into the future. Our 

next get together will be on March 2nd. Please contact Katlyn Tissue (katlyncba@gmail.com) for in-

formation. 

 

EMPTY NESTERS: We are forming a group for empty nesters who want to explore Judaism and 

Jewish joy on an adult level. The initial gathering will be on March 23rd at the home of Mitchell & 

Marilyn Lustig. Please contact the office, Rabbi Rick, or Marilyn Lustig (mlustig2@cfl.rr.com) for 

information. 

Update From The Mitzvah Brigade: 
 

The Mitzvah Brigade is Here to Help 

 
The Mitzvah Brigade is in place for community action AND membership support. The 
members of the group have several measures in place to help you in a time of need.  
  
Teams have been set up to respond to your specific needs. The Brigade has pre-
pared meals which will be delivered to your home, will attend shiva minyan and fu-
neral service  to show support, make a personal contact to discuss assistance you 
may require, etc.  
  
Unfortunately, we dont know who needs the assistance of the team. We need you to 
communicate with us when there is a concern. Please be assured that all information 
is held in confidence. Only people with a need to know status will have the facts.  
  
Congregation Beth Am has always considered our membership as extended family. 
Family helps Family. Let us help you and your family.  
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As the beautiful, haunting sounds of Kol Nidre resonate around the Synagogue, if you close your eyes 

you might think it is the great opera singer and cantor Richard Tucker. But it’s not!  It’s the voice of 

our very own lay cantor Norman Levin, who became involved with Congregation Beth Am early in its 

inception when services were held in people’s homes and in rented church spaces. He was raised in an 

orthodox family and led the junior congregation of their synagogue for many years. This background 

enabled Norman to become one of our lay leaders or “Bima Boys” and conduct services prior to hiring 

a Rabbi. Sometime in the late seventies, he was asked to sing for the high- holiday services. Never hav-

ing sung Kol Nidre before in public, he bought a professional recording. His first service was at a 

rented facility at the old Orlando Naval Base. Norman was so popular during his first high- holiday ser-

vice it became a tradition for him to officiate at the holiday services yearly. In the pre-rabbi era the 

1980’s through the early 2000’s Norman prepared more than 200 of our children for their Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah. In 2002 when  Rabbi Shapiro left our congregation, Norman joined bima buddies Bob 

Rosenberg, Phil Brown and Neal Silverstein to oversee the rabbinical and cantorial duties to sustaining 

the Synagogue until a new Rabbi was procured. They were referred to as “The Bima Boys.” When 

Mark David jumped aboard the band wagon he kept the education program going. They served faith-

fully until Rabbi Rick joined the congregation. “The Bima Boys” continue to assist and Norman still 

reigns supreme for the high holidays.  

“We are so fortunate to have Rabbi Rick,” Norman said which enables him to take a back seat role in 

the Synagogue although he does serve as the counsel for the congregation. Norman praises the Rabbi 

and his passion for education. He boasts “We have one of the best Jewish educational programs in the 

State.” Continuing to work full time as a prominent Family Law Attorney, he loves every minute of it. 

When asked if working with people in trouble all the time brings him down, he says, “We use a holistic 

approach to matrimonial law. Each client has to see a therapist before any divorce proceeding is to take 

place.”  As one of the few Board Certified Family Law Attorneys in Florida he has earned the honor of 

being a Fellow of the Academy of Matrimonial Attorneys.      

Marlene and he live in Longwood and have 3 adult children, 2 sons and a daughter. Norman  “kvels” 

over his three grandchildren. His great passion for congregation Beth Am pleases him in the way it has 

successfully grown over the years. Norman proclaims that he is very lucky to still have the opportunity 

to ‘davin’ on the holidays. Congregation Beth Am is even luckier to have him there. 

NORMAN LEVIN Spotlight on “The Bima Boys” 
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The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 

GWEN D. BLOOM      

Attorney At Law 

 

1180 Spring Centre South Blvd. Admitted to Practice in Florida (1991) 

Suite 310 Admitted in Massachusetts (1981) 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 Member: Central Florida Estate Planning Council, 

Tel:  407-682-3390 Florida Bar Real Property, Probate and Trust 

Fax: 407-682-3185 Law Section and Orange County Bar 

www.gwenbloomlaw.com 

Estate Planning 

Wills and Trusts 

Probate and Trust Administration 

Transfer Tax Planning 

Business Law 

Real Property Transactions 

GWEN D. BLOOM, P.A. 

$10,000 THROUGH THE YEARS 
FROM e-BAY FOR CBA 

 
That is the good news. The not so good news is that 
donations of items we can sell on e-bay are way 
down. 
I know that we all do at least one cleanout of dis-
carded goods every year and I also know it is easy 
to call other organizations  and they will pick up your 
goods. I will also pick up your goods and Congrega-
tion Beth Am will get cash that helps pay our bills. 
Other than the e-bay and PayPal fees, all proceeds 
go to our synagogue. So please think of me when 
you do you’re clean out. I cannot accept items too 
large to ship or designer label clothing. We have 
also had two vehicles donated in the last 3 years 
which cleared $16,500 for our synagogue Please let 
me know if you will consider a vehicle donation! 
 

Call Herb Weissman @ 
321-246-0717 

for a pickup appointment. 

Catering By Artisans 
(Your CBA Caterer) 

 

Celebrating a simha at Beth Am? 
 

If you want... 

 delicious food 

 an impressive presentation 

 personal, caring attention 

 every last detail taken care of 

 unbeatable pricing 

 catering profits to benefit Beth Am 
 

Then... 

Catering By Artisans is your only choice! 
 

For information, contact: 
 

Sheri Rosenberg 

321.356.1529 

http://www.gwenbloomlaw.com
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We encourage you to support 
our  

advertisers who support us with 
their ads in the  

Bulletin, Membership Directory 
 and on our Website 

Lucille Belnick, M.D., P.A. 
 

Internal Medicine and Women's 

Health 

 

Providing modern medical care 

with an old-fashioned touch 
 

Located in Casselberry/Winter Park 

area 

5474 Lake Howell Road 

Winter Park, FL  32792 

 

Currently accepting new 

patients 
 

Phone: (407) 679-3400 

Fax: (407) 679-3412 

E-mail: LBelnickMD@gmail.com 

Custom Painting By 
Richard Rubin 

 407.869.4779 

Free Estimates ♦ Excellent Local References 

Interior ♦ Exterior 

Commercial ♦ Residential 
Exterior Pressure Cleaning 

Celebrating 33 Years in Business! 

MEMBER  
CENTR AL FLORID A 

mailto:LBelnickMD@gmail.com
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A New Series From Rabbi Rick 


