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MA’OT HITTIN: THE MATZA FUND 

It is an ancient custom to make special solicitation of funds before Pesah to help those in need.  While charity is a 

mitzva at all times, it was felt that on Pesah particularly, no one should go hungry.  We continue this custom today by 

contributing money that will enable others to celebrate Passover in a manner befitting one who is no longer a slave. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   RETURN TO CONGREGATION BETH AM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Dear Rabbi Rick, 

___ I/We enclose my/our contribution to the Matza Fund. 

___ I/We are making a separate contribution through the secure contribution page on the CBA Website 

___ I/We hereby authorize you, as the agent of Congregation Beth Am, to use a portion of the enclosed contribution to 

symbolically “sell” all leaven in my/our possession.  The remainder of the contribution is to be set aside for the 

mitzva of Ma’ot Hittin. 

 Signature _______________________________________________________________ 

 Printed name ____________________________________________________________ 

 Address  ________________________________________________________________ 

 Date ___________________________________________________________________  

April 2014 Bulletin 

Nissan 5774 

Where Traditional Judaism Embraces the Contemporary World 

First Night Seder at Beth Am  

led by Rabbi Rick 

Monday, April14 

Seder begins promptly at 6:30pm 

 

 Please remit your payment and RSVP through the synagogue office 
( 407.862.3505 ) or shalom@congbetham.org no later than April 7th 

 
 Pay through our secure page @ www.congbetham.org 

 

 Adults (member)     $38 

Adults (non-member)    $48 

Children (ages 5-12)    $20 

Children under age 5              Free 

College Students without local family   $10 

Active duty military personnel             Free 

* Your payment  
secures your  
reservation 
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Elie Wiesel, considered by many to be the Author Laureate of 

the Sho'a, adds a dimension of understanding to the observance 

of Passover that truly extends to every facet of Jewish life today. Wiesel offers the insight that we should keep in 

mind "The Fifth Child" in addition to the generally acknowledged four:  the Wise, the Skeptical, the Simple and 

the One who does Not know how or what to Ask. 

 Who is this fifth child?  For Elie Wiesel, it is the Absent child who was murdered in the Holocaust, the 

child who will never be able to participate in a Passover Seder, whose children and grandchildren will never  

attend a Seder or participate in Jewish life in any way. 

 It seems to me that we should extend this concept not only to those perished, but to those who are very 

much alive today, yet have no connection with their Jewish Heritage.  These are the children who receive no  

formal Jewish education, who will never enjoy a Passover Seder or bask in the light of Shabbat candles, who will 

never taste a felafel on Ben Y'huda Stree in Jerusalem.  These are the children we have to worry about. 

 We need not worry about the skeptical child who at least asks questions, belligerent as they may be.  Let 

her ask her questions!  We encourage her struggle and hope that the love and support she encounters in our  

community will inspire her to keep asking new questions.  As long as she asks, we have a chance that she will 

continue to be part of Jewish destiny. 

 We need not worry about the child who does not know how or what to ask.  We teach him to ask the 

Four Questions, thereby sending the message that the act of asking questions is a liberating experience.  Besides, 

he will soon learn to ask, for his eyes will reveal a world that holds more questions than answers. 

 We need not worry about the wise child or the simple child, for they already know to ask questions,  

as simple or as complex as they might be.  We must be careful in how we answer, making sure that our answers 

open the path to new questions. 

 We worry about the children who do not - or will not - even come to the table to ask a question.  How do 

we get them back?  What happens to Judaism when the questions do not even get brought to the table? 

 We begin to bring these Absent Children back to the table by modeling, by letting them see that 

we find joy in being Jewish.  These children must see that we find meaning in our Heritage as we live in the 

modern world.  Let these children understand that our depth of soul grows as we immerse ourselves in the spiri-

tual  

heritage of asking questions.  We need to touch the lives of others with mitzvot, knowing that we may very well 

be touching the soul of an Absent Child who will one day come to a Seder table with questions. 

 Even as we pray that the prophet Elijah will come and herald the era on earth when everything is as it 

should be, so do we pray that the Absent Child will come home, understanding that her participation is vital not 

only to her own sense of being, but to the essence of all generations within the Household of Israel.  

 Elissa and I wish each and every member of our Beth Am Family “Hag Samay’ah v’Kasher”: a joyful 

and meaningful Passover experience. 

Message from  
 Our Rabbi 
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Message from Our President:  
Debbie Davids 

As the president of our growing congregation, I am continuously struggling with the issue of making Beth 

Am a place where everyone can fit in. I am not unrealistic about things. I know that, while our diversity 

brings us strength, we cannot please everybody all of the time. Nevertheless, our compass arrow must  

always point toward the direction of inclusivity.  With that in mind, I want to suggest a few qualities we 

should develop on our journey towards this goal. 

 

We need to emphasize the importance of community. We need to agree that our Beth Am community is 

important; and we should be willing to make compromises for it.  As we bring all of our celebrations into 

the synagogue, the Bar/Bat Mitzva must share the spotlight with that special milestone birthday or  

anniversary. We must be gracious to sacrifice an aliya so that a fellow congregant can observe a yahrzeit. 

When we make an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush luncheon, we gladly feed our regular congregants along with 

our invited guests. It is inherent within Conservative Judaism that there will be congregants who lean  

towards a stricter adherence to tradition and those who want a more innovative synagogue. We are a 

unique community of Jews and we should daily remind ourselves and our guests of this by demonstrating 

cooperation and an uncommon kindness with each other. 

 

We must be willing to participate in the activities of our synagogue. Our services are diminished without 

you and your family in our midst. We miss you when we list your birthday or anniversary and you are not 

there to receive our “Mazel tov.” We cannot learn of your needs if you are not there to make your needs 

know to us. 

 

Communication and dialogue must be our anthems. We must be able to talk to each other about our  

concerns. We must feel safe to voice our interests without fear of being offended or worse, ignored. 

 

We must be patient with one another.  Creating a space which is meaningful for everyone does not happen 

overnight.  We must respect that fact that, just like fruit on a tree, things at Beth Am need time to ripen and 

mature. We must make patience a quality for which we are known. 

 

Lastly we need to demonstrate tolerance and respect.  We need to agree to respectfully disagree. We need 

to accept each other regardless of whether or not we agree with a person's lifestyle or level of observance. 

We need to be kind to each other. 

 

I am convinced that, as we nurture the values of community, participation, communication, patience, edu-

cation and tolerance, we will move ever closer to making Beth Am, our “House for the People,” a home 

where each of us will feel important and fulfilled.  How involved will you be in this process? 

How Do I Fit In? 

April 2014 
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April  
Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Luci Belnick 

1 Steve Jaffe 

1 Carol Kirschenbaum 

2 Lloyd Werk 

3 Jonathan Eichenholz   

3 Lindsey Shapiro   

4  Jonah Goldberg   

4 Jacob Karlinsky  

6  Nathan Altidor  

6 Sarah Opoliner 

6  Sheila Rashy 

6 Lisa Shenkman 

7       Craig Golub 

7 SuzAnne Kaltbaum 

8  Michael Baron 

9  Richard Gair 

9 Laura Myers   

9  Joan Somers 

10  Sue Brodersen 

11 Michael Berren 

11  Paul Brodersen 

12  Logan Harac  

12  Lori Helman 

12 Celia Rosenberg 

12  Benny Taubman  

14  Ed Sheplan 

15  Linda Bernstein 

15  Sue Bobele 

15 Arielle Cooper   

16  Pam Bellet 

16 Hannah Woociker 

17  Rich Altman 

17 Russell Goldberg 

18  Robyn Eichenholz 

18 Nancy Mendel 

20  Stuart Bourne 

21  Sherwood Weisman 

21  Michael Zelkowitz 

22  Theresa Myers 

23 Hope Keimach 

23  Steve Seidler 

23 Jason Tollefson 

24  Jeff Green 

24 Rebecca Katz 

24  Thom Oxborough 

25  Becky Goldstein 

25  Mildred Harris 

25 Morgan Ulch   

27  Marissa Mencher 

 Kaprow 

27 Susan Shapiro 

28  Serena Martin 

28 Steven Sable 

28  Sam Shapiro 

28 Heidi Ulch 

29  Elizabeth Barnes 

29 Erica Karlinsky   

30 Sasha Klein   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

April Anniversaries 
April 2 

Stuart & Michelle Bourne (25) 

 

April 4 

Joshua & Jessica Kane (17) 

 

April 5 

Sam & JoAnn Woociker (27) 

 

April 14 

Evan & Krissy Gardner (7) 

April 8 

Michael & Heddy Bernstein  (36) 

Kevin & Robyn Colley  (14) 

Jay & Robin Mackler  (19) 

 

April 13 

Sheldon & Stacey Weiss  (17) 

 

April 29 

Brian & Marissa Gruber  (14) 

Mazal Tov to Michael & Becky  
Goldstein on the marriage of their 

daughter 
Hannah Goldstein to  

Jeffrey Norton 

We welcome our newest  
member 

Henry Benjamin Kaplan 
son of 

Ilia & Fabiana Kaplan 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Community 

Minyan 

7:45 am  

Mon-Fri 

Jewish  

Academy of  

Orlando 

 1 2 

 

 

Adult  

Education 

7:15pm 

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5 Metera          
 

Mitzva Class 
9 am 

 

Shabbat  
Service 9:30  

 

6 

 

Religious    

School 
CBA 9:30 AM 

 

Bloodmobile 

9-1 

7 

 

Texas 

Hold’em 

7 pm 

8 

 

Monthly 

Board  

Meeting 

7:30pm 

9  Religious 

School  

CBA 

4:15 pm 
 

Adult  

Education 

7:15pm 

10 

 

11 

 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 
7:30 pm 

 
 

 

 

12  
Acharei Mot  

Shabbat Hagadol  

    
Mitzva Class 
9 am 
 
Shabbat Service 
9:30am  

13 
 
 
Religious School 
CBA 9:30 am 

 

 

 

14 

 

Siyum   

7am  at CBA 

 

Seder -

promptly at 

6:30pm 

15  

Festival  

Service 

9:30 am 

 
Office 

Closed 

 

No School 

16 

 

 

Office 

Closed 

 

 

No School 
 

17 

 

 

18 

 

 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 

7:30 pm 

19  Chol Hamoed 

 

 

Shabbat 
Service 9:30am  

 

 

 

No School 

20   Empty  

Nesters  

Havura 2pm 
 

 

Yizkor  

 Service 7 pm 

 

No School 

21  

 

 

Yizkor 

 Service   

9:30 am 

 

 
Office Closed 

 22  

Rabbi 

@ Oakmonte 

1:30 pm 
 
Religious 
School 
Winter Springs 
5 pm 

 

23 

Religious 

School  

CBA 
4:15 pm 

 

Adult  

Education 

7:15pm 

24 

 

Book & 

Movie 

Club 7pm 

25 

 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 
7:30 

 

 

26  Kedoshim 
 

Mitzva Class 
9 am 

 

 

Shabbat Service 

9:30am  

 

 

27  

 

Yom Hashoa 

 
Religious 

School 

CBA 9:30 am 

 

Men’s Club 

Meeting 9:30 

28 

 

 

 
 

 

 

29 

 

Religious 

School 
Winter 

Springs 

5 pm 

 

 

30 

Religious 

School  

CBA 
4:15 pm 

 

Adult  

Education 

7:15pm 

1 2 

 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  

@ 7:30 pm 

 

 

3 Emor 

 
Mitzva Class 

9 am 

 

Shabbat Service 

9:30am  

 

APRIL 2014 
SERVICE SCHEDULE: 

FRIDAY EVENINGS  

AT 7:30 PM 

SHABBAT MORNINGS 

AT 9:30AM 
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SIYUM B’KHORIM  

Monday Morning – April 14th – 7 a.m. 

It is an ancient and widespread custom for the firstborn to fast on Erev Pesah as a state-

ment of thanksgiving that the Angel of Death “passed over” the homes of the Israelites dur-

ing the tenth plague.   

 

There are different customs associated with this fast.   Ancient sources teach that every first-

born - male or female - must fast on this day.  If there is no firstborn, then the oldest in the 

house must fast. 

 

This fast is treated with leniency so that if there is a meal associated with a mitzva (such as 

a Siyum which completes a section of Talmud) the firstborn may partake of the meal.  Once 

the fast is broken for a mitzva, the firstborn may eat during the remainder of the day. 

 

The Siyum B’khorim is a particularly meaningful Parent-Child occasion for learning and 

prayer.  

Breakfast will be served...  but only after we study! 

Mitzvah Brigade: 
Sherwood & Susan Weisman  In memory of Rose Woociker 

Rhonda Des Islets   In memory of her brother, Martin Levin 

 

Education Fund: 
Fred Brown    In memory of his father Sidney Brown 

   

General Fund: 
John T. Snow & Florence B. Bacas  In honor of the Bar Mitzva of Arnold Breman 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 
Mike & Joanna Cohen   In honor of Rayna’s  Bat Mitzva 

SUPPORTERS OF BETH AM 

 Yizkor Fund: 
 Wendy & Marcus Bowman  In memory of husband & father, Kenneth Bowman 

 Jeffrey Cohen & Luci Belnick  In memory of their fathers, Reuben Belnick & Joseph S. Cohen 

 Alan Brown    In memory of his father, Sidney Brown 

 Diane Siegel    In memory of her grandmother, Erna Stern 

 Gwen Bloom    In memory of her mother Roslynne Bloom 

 Sherwin & Barbara Sokolov  In memory of her mother, Lillian Schanz 

 Robyn Eichenholz   In memory of her grandmother, Celia Mendelsohn 

 Carolyn M. Kaplan   In memory of her sister, Irene M. Berman 
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April Yahrzeits 

18 Nancy Sheldon, mother of Bob Sheldon 

18  Shirley Shapiro, grandmother of Mike Abrams 

19  Alice Levine, mother of Marilyn Lustig 

19  Evelyn Buxbaum, mother of Bennett Buxbaum 

19  Fern Dinkel, grandmother of Thom Oxborough 

20  Lillian Bernstein, sister of Janice Fisher 

21  Phyllis Tollefson, mother of Jason Tollefson 

21  Sophia Wolfson, mother of Janice Fisher 

22   Fannie Miller, grandmother of Cyndie Elman 

22   Lawrence Zlatkiss, brother of Jerrod  Zlatkiss 

23   Freda Mozlin, mother of Marilyn Klein 

24   Bernard Gates, step-father of Myron Ascher 

24  Sylvia Feldman-Livingston, mother of Mary Lavin 

25  Anna Behn, grandmother of Judy Suberman 

25  Lois Klebanow, mother of Sheri Berren 

25  Norman Wolfson, brother of Cal Fisher 

26  Addie Retchin, mother of Randi Yoffee 

26  Helen Miller, grandmother of Brandee Foxworthy 

27  Meyer Sokolov, father of Sherwin Sokolov 

27  Morris Reback, father of Cliff Reback 

27  Rose Granoff, aunt of Becky Goldstein 

29  Harry Siegel, father of Bernie Siegel 

29  Jerry Herwitz, father of Larry Herwitz 

30  Ben Weiner, father of Charlotte Dolins-Lozano 

30  Ester Cohen, mother in law of Shlomith Cohen 

30  Jim Rosenthal, father of Betsy Batwin 

1    Morris Shapiro, grandfather of Susan Shapiro 

3    Ida Fischer, mother of Cal Fisher 

3    Joseph Cohen, father of Jeff Cohen 

3    Joseph Goodman, grandfather of Debbie Zelkowitz 

3    Julia Elman, mother of Hilda Frishman 

3    Julia Elman, mother of Al Elman 

6    George Baron, father of Michael Baron 

6    Rabbi Gedaliah Kaprow, father of Rabbi Maurice Kaprow 

7    Irene Kristel, mother of Sandy Pearlman 

7    Sophie Newrick, mother of Rose Lazoritz 

9    Barry Grutman, brother of Jeri Leavitt 

9    Peter Kucaba, husband of Nancy Kucaba 

9    Peter Kucaba, father of Michelle Kucaba 

11  Isaac Silverstein, father of Neal Silverstein 

11  Larry Grutman, father of Jeri Leavitt 

12  Alex Gelfand Deliallisi, grandson of Phil & Fran Gelfand 

12  Joseph Rutkowsky, grandfather of Michael Baron 

12  Mike Evans, grandfather of Herb Weissman 

16  Jack Dorman, grandfather of Brian Dorman 

16  Laura Goldstein, wife of Richard Goldstein 

16  Sada Bitton, mother of Denise Reback 

17  Geraldine Kaprow, mother of Rabbi Maurice Kaprow 

17  Richard Williams, father of Dan Williams 

17  Sylvia Zlatkiss, mother of Jerrod Zlatkiss 

18  Bernard Grunberg, brother of Elly Soski 

18  Bernard Grunberg, uncle of Ruth Rubin 

Yizkor Service 
The Yizkor service is a memorial service recited in conjunction with the major festivals (which are traditionally “family time”): 

 

 Yom Kippur 

 The end of Sukkot (Sh’mini Atzeret) 

 The end of Passover 

 Shavuot 
 

It is a service of memory to recall those who have died and whose lives and deaths have given our lives meaning and direction. 

The primary responsibility is to recite prayers of memory for grandparents and parents, spouses, siblings, children and 

grandchildren. Others come to pay respect to other relatives and friends, both Jewish and non-Jewish. 
 
The Yizkor service is a way to connect our thoughts to those who have influenced our lives and those whose lives we influence 
today. It is a reminder that the energies of the past flow through the present to shape the future. 
 
We will recite the Yizkor prayers on the evening and morning of the Seventh Day of Passover—Sunday, April 20th at 7 p.m., 

and Monday, April 21st at 9:30 a.m. 
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The Seder Experience is far too valuable to “pass over” without exploring 

its lessons for life and its joy of celebration. Here are some suggestions for 

making your Seder personal and meaningful: 

 

PESAH AND CHILDREN - The memories of the sights, sounds and smells of the home at holiday time 

remain with us as Jews throughout our adult lives. It is important for children to see our excitement and 

to cultivate a sense of anticipation. 

 

MA NISHTANA - Let your home be different for Pesah. Passover marks the beginning of Spring, so 

beautify it with flowers and fruits and objects of ritual art. Ask the children or grandchildren of your guests 

to bring a Passover or a Spring drawing with them to the Seder. If your children or grandchildren live in 

another city, ask them to mail some art to you so that they will be “represented” at your Seder. 

 

SEDER MEANS “ORDER” - Almost every Hagada begins with an agenda, a list of 15 major sections of 

the Seder “in order.” Follow the list, even if doing only a small selection from each part. People tend to 

peter out and miss the concluding parts of the Seder. 

 

FOUR QUESTIONS - Anything you can do in the course of the evening that will evoke questions is a 

benefit. The traditional “4 Questions” are just to get us started. Each of us should ask new ones that con-

tinue the theme that this meal is not like meals we enjoy on all other nights of the year. We should not 

fear that there may be questions without answers. It has always been that way. 

 

HORS D’OEUVRES - Some people complain that the guests are too hungry to enjoy the text and com-

mentaries. It should be noted that the karpas (the greens that we dip into salt water) were intended to 

stave off hunger. You might want to place extra celery or even carrot sticks or eggs for people to 

“munch.” Matza should not be eaten until after reciting ha-Motzi to begin the meal. 

 

DO NOT READ THE ENTIRE SEDER - The Seder was originally designed as a symposium. Encourage 

your guests to discuss ideas, to share insights, or to raise questions and difficulties during various parts of 

the Seder service. 

 

RELAX - Many people who want to celebrate Pesah are self-conscious regarding their lack of familiarity 

with the Tradition. Do not “over-worry”.  Pesah commands us to lean back in our chairs and to feel our-

selves truly free. Earlier generations are not judging our performances, but later generations are  

depending on it. 
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The Mitzvah Brigade is in place for community action AND membership support. 
The members of the group have several measures in place to help you in a time of 
need.  
  
Teams have been set up to respond to your specific needs. The Brigade has pre-
pared meals which will be delivered to your home, will attend shiva minyan and 
funeral service  to show support, make a personal contact to discuss assistance 
you may require, etc.  
  
Unfortunately, we dont know who needs the assistance of the team. We need you 
to communicate with us when there is a concern. Please be assured that all infor-
mation is held in confidence. Only people with a need to know status will have the 
facts.  
  
Congregation Beth Am has always considered our membership as extended fam-
ily. Family helps Family. Let us help you and your family. If there should be a 

need, please contact the synagogue office at 407-862-3505 

Update From The Mitzvah Brigade: 
The Mitzvah Brigade is Here to Help 

THE MEN’S CLUB NEEDS YOU! 
 

The Men’s Club Is Congregation Beth Am’s Right Arm. 
 

Join Us For Fun, Fundraising, Food and Assistance For Synagogue Functions. 
We Meet One Sunday Every Month for a Breakfast and Sponsor a Speaker  

for the Entire Congregation’s Enjoyment. 
 

   Sponsor the Sunday Connection 
   Kosher The Synagogue’s Kitchen 
   Erect and tear down The Sukkah 
   Help With the Purim Carnival 
   Sponsor a Beach Party & Picnic 
   Hold a Mother’s Day Brunch 
   Hold A Hanuka Party 
   Run Texas Hold ‘em Poker Events 
   Raise Funds For The Synagogue With Various Fundraisers 
    And So Much More………... 

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

Contact Mark Lichtenstein @407-687-0521 or 
Herb Weissman @321-246-0717 
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All flavors of Matzolah available now and kosher for Passover! 

Come to our Gift shop 

or call the synagogue office 407.862.3505 

 
          UPDATE FROM THE GIFT SHOP: 

 

          New and exciting pesach items have arrived!!  
 

Get a new, beautiful seder plate,  
unique horseradish/salt water serving pieces,  

matzo holders, fun gift items, and much, much more!  
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The air fills with electricity when Congregation Beth Am member, Fern Lefkowitz, talks 

about ”Healing Hunger Now.”  Growing up in a poor Jewish family in Miami and at times, 

as a child, she went to bed hungry.“ I knew what it was to be hungry.” Lunch in school was 

only 25 cents but there were many times I didn’t have that quarter.” She chose attending Hebrew school 

rather than having her own Sweet Sixteen party. “There just wasn’t money enough for both.” That’s why I 

became a major advocate for healing hunger especially for children.  

There is fury in her eyes when she speaks of school cafeteria cashiers throwing out full trays of hot food in 

front of children who can’t afford to pay, then handing them a peanut butter sandwiches instead. She had to 

become involved. Her first project was at Fern Creek School where she met a cafeteria cashier with a big 

heart. Together they worked to get the children fed. Learned that 90% of the children at the school had virtu-

ally no food at home over the weekends, she started a major campaign with Second Harvest to provide food 

bags for each child every Friday to take home for the weekend. It required manipulation through major 

hoops to get this program rolling. After what seemed like relentless hard work she and they provided week-

end food bags for more than 275 children. Fern would lay awake at night worrying about the hungry children 

and how she could salvage unconsumed food to feed these youngsters from week to week. “The children 

would embrace their bags every Friday.”  

Next came the shoe and clothing closet to help provide garments especially underwear and socks. Kids lined 

up to receive free shoes. Aside from buying food and clothes herself, she raised over $60,000 to insure that 

the program would continue. Fern Creek became the golden standard for other schools to follow.  Before 

long her program was in five other schools in the county. The program continues to be very successful today.  

Not willing to sit back on her laurels, she then tackled Evans High School. This created many more sleepless 

nights thinking about the 2000+ hungry students there. Every day, ambulances could be seen pulling up to 

the school to transport undernourished children from participation in sports and band activities to the nearest 

hospital. That many weekend food bags would not work here so she initiated Snack Centers at the school 

which would provide healthy nutritional snacks like Granola bars, to all the students. Each Snack Center 

shack cost over $5,000 but after  battling windmills she was able to develop 5 snack centers providing more 

than 3,000 snacks a month per unit. Fern spent two years getting this program to be self- sufficient. While at 

Evans she learned about the Pro-Start Program which teaches students to cook. To make this program work 

required a $40,000 commercial kitchen at Evans. With the help of The 100 Women Strong Organization they 

built a kitchen and started the program which has seen enormous success. Fern  has seen the tremendous re-

sults of this program and now wishes that she could install a Pro-Start Program can be installed in every 

High School in Orlando. She feels that “If you don’t feed the children today, they could be the ones who 

mug you tomorrow. Lack of food could be a prime reason which caused riots all over the world including the 

recent upheavals in Egypt.”  

Fern married her childhood sweetheart Ivan who is extremely supportive, helpful and very generous to the 

projects. They have a son who is a banker and loves to play music here in Orlando their daughter is a lawyer 

in Denver. Their grandson Joshua is in our congregation’s bar mitzvah class of 2015. They adore Rabbi Rick 

and truly believe he is a fabulous educator and spiritual leader. Fern says she hopes her efforts have made a 

difference. It is obvious she has accomplished this goal many times over. It’s a great honor to have the Le-

fkowitz family as part of the Congregation Beth Am family.  

 

FERN LEFKOWITZ 
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Book & Movie Club 

 

     

 

 

 
 

 

    

      Please note: Due to the Passover holiday the CBA Book & Movie Club                                                                                                                

     will  meet on the fourth Thursday of April which is April 24th, rather 

     than the third Thursday. We will meet as usual at 7 PM at Panera on 

     Forest City Road (across from Costco & next to Wal-Mart). 

      The book of the month is As A Driven Leaf written by Milton Steinberg 

“He wrote his works of fiction and theology while serving as rabbi of the prestigious Park  

Avenue Synagogue of New York.”As A Driven Leaf  “is a historical novel set in Roman  

Palestine. The protagonist, Elisha ben Abuyah, a Talmudic rabbi in the first half of the second 

century, was excommunicated for heresy.”  He “became enchanted with the presumed inno-

cence of Hellenism”. Drawing on Talmudic and historical sources, “Steinberg portrays the 

clash between Judaism and modern secular society”. 

“Steinberg sought contemporary answers to questions like: What is the nature of God? What is 

our relationship to God? What is God’s relationship to history?”. 

This book will certainly provide a lot of food for thought and a great discussion. Anyone who is 

interested is welcome to join us at any of our gatherings. Consider coming and bringing a 

friend as well. Hope to see you there. 

 

Remember, the 4th Thursday, not the 3rd.  For questions or more information, please contact: 

Norma Greenberg   Bookandmovieclub@congbetham.org 

Zach Shenkman 
April 5 & 6, 2014 

 
  Zach Shenkman is the son of Jason and Lisa Shenkman. He is in the seventh 

grade at Lake Mary Preparatory School where he is an “A” student, and a mem-

ber of the National Junior Honor Society.  At school, he is on the swim team and 

the Junior Varsity baseball team.  In his free time, Zach loves to read, play video 

games, play football and learn computer programming. 

Zachary’s sister, Danielle, who also attends religious school at Beth Am will be in attendance, as well 

as all of his grandparents; Leonard and Debra Silver from Boynton Beach, FL and Norman and Rita 

Shenkman from New York.  Zach also  has many aunts, uncles and cousins who will happily travel 

from the Northeast to celebrate with him: Aunt Jodi, Uncle Matt, and cousins Kasey and Jared from 

Connecticut; Aunt Jenn, Uncle Dave, and cousins Hannah and Avery from Massachusetts; and Aunt 

Hillary, Uncle Rob, and cousins Brad and Justin from New Hampshire. 

mailto:Bookandmovieclub@congbetham.org
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Bob Rosenberg 
“Bima Boys” 

Bob Rosenberg had intended to make Aliyah to Israel in 1976 and study to become a doctor 

there, but his life changed when met Sheri. Because of this fate, we have a cherished Torah 

Reader every Shabbat morning. Bob sings the Torah tropes with great articulation and passion. 

He understands what he is reading and it is conveyed beautifully to the congregation. He was 

one of the original “Bima Boys” who jumped in to help the Congregation conduct religious  

affairs between Rabbi’s.  

 

Bob came from a conservative Philadelphia family which always observed the traditions of 

Judaism. Instead of a big bar mitzvah party he opted for a trip to Israel which also altered his 

life. His first trip was with a group of young Jewish Leaders of Young Judea arranged through 

the Jewish Agency. There were 60 young Zionists from around the world. It made such a fa-

vorable impression on him, he became very active in Young Judea, and an area vice president 

for that organization. Bob always had a great passion for science and medicine His first aid 

training program encouraged him to become a medic. Through the help of the Jewish Agency 

he was able to get into to Israel during the middle of the 1973 Yom Kippur war and work in a 

rehabilitation hospital in Raanana.   

 

As a conservative Jew who always had a strong desire to keep a kosher home, Shabbat for 

him, Sheri, and their two daughters, was a special family time that they cherished very much. 

His passion for medicine led him to Life College in Georgia to become a Chiropractor. Sheri 

serves as his medical assistant. His great desire is to take Sheri to visit Israel and hopes to do 

that one day soon. Sheri manages the catering for our Congregation and is responsible for the 

delicious oneg’s and kidusshim that we congregants so enjoy after services and other events. 

Aside from reading the Torah, Bob is diligently working with a group of congregants to secure 

a new Torah for the Congregation.  He was a major asset to Congregation Beth Am in the pe-

riod when the “Bima Boys” kept the house in order and continues to play a critical role in the 

religious affairs of the congregation today. It’s an honor and a great pleasure to have Bob 

Rosenberg on our bima and in our midst. 
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$10,000 THROUGH THE YEARS FROM e-BAY FOR CBA 
 

That is the good news. The not so good news is that donations of items we can sell on e-bay are way 
down. 
I know that we all do at least one cleanout of discarded goods every year and I also know it is easy to 
call other organizations  and they will pick up your goods. I will also pick up your goods and Congre-
gation Beth Am will get cash that helps pay our bills. Other than the e-bay and PayPal fees, all pro-
ceeds go to our synagogue. So please think of me when you do you’re clean out. I cannot accept 
items too large to ship or designer label clothing. We have also had two vehicles donated in the last 3 
years which cleared $16,500 for our synagogue Please let me know if you will consider a vehicle do-
nation! 
 

Call Herb Weissman @ 
321-246-0717 

for a pickup appointment. 

 

Catering By Artisans 
(Your CBA Caterer) 

 

Celebrating a simha at Beth Am? 
 

If you want... 

 delicious food 

 an impressive presentation 

 personal, caring attention 

 every last detail taken care of 

 unbeatable pricing 

 catering profits to benefit Beth Am 
 

Then... 

Catering By Artisans is your only choice! 
 

For information, contact: 
 

Sheri Rosenberg 

321.356.1529 
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We encourage you to 
support our  

advertisers who  
support us with their 

ads in the  

Bulletin, Membership  
Directory 

 and on our Website 

Lucille Belnick, M.D., P.A. 
 

Internal Medicine and Women's 

Health 

 

Providing modern medical care 

with an old-fashioned touch 
 

Located in Casselberry/Winter Park 

area 

5474 Lake Howell Road 

Winter Park, FL  32792 

 

Currently accepting new 

patients 
 

Phone: (407) 679-3400 

Fax: (407) 679-3412 

E-mail: LBelnickMD@gmail.com 

Custom Painting By 
Richard Rubin 

 407.869.4779 

Free Estimates ♦ Excellent Local References 

Interior ♦ Exterior 

Commercial ♦ Residential 
Exterior Pressure Cleaning 

Celebrating 33 Years in Business! 

MEMBER  
CENTR AL FLORID A 

mailto:LBelnickMD@gmail.com
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The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 

GWEN D. BLOOM      

Attorney At Law 

 

1180 Spring Centre South Blvd. Admitted to Practice in Florida (1991) 

Suite 310 Admitted in Massachusetts (1981) 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 Member: Central Florida Estate Planning Council, 

Tel:  407-682-3390 Florida Bar Real Property, Probate and Trust 

Fax: 407-682-3185 Law Section and Orange County Bar 

www.gwenbloomlaw.com 

Estate Planning 

Wills and Trusts 

Probate and Trust Administration 

Transfer Tax Planning 

Business Law 

Real Property Transactions 

GWEN D. BLOOM, P.A. 

We encourage you to 
support our  

advertisers who  
support us with their ads 

in the  
Bulletin, Membership  

Directory 
 and on our Website 

http://www.gwenbloomlaw.com

