
Where Traditional Judaism Embraces the Contemporary World 

Human Dignity ï CBA continues to openly support 

every individual regardless of sexual orientation, 

race, ethnic origin, and religious heritage. 
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December 2014  

 
Kislev -Tevet 5775  

Celebrate Hanuka at CBA  

Sunday, December 21st  

 6 pm to 8 pm  
 

¶ Buffet style dairy dinner with plenty of 

latkes and Sufganiyot !  
 

¶ Games and Crafts for all, including 

making your own edible dreidel!  
 

¶ Candle lighting, so bring your family 

Hanukiya and 7 candles! 

 

Please R.S.V.P. to the Synagogue  

office (407.862.3505) for this FREE event  

by December 15th,   

so we ensure we have enough of everything!  
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 One of the songs we share on Hanuka 

contains the verses: "Down with darkness up 

with light...  Each of us is one small light."  The 

philosophy of the song goes far beyond the 

lighting of Hanuka candles as it speaks to the 

choices we make for ourselves in life.   It has 

been said of Jews that we are pyromaniacs 

because we are constantly lighting candles.  We 

begin and end Shabbat with the mitzva of 

kindling flames; we light Shiva candles upon 

returning from the cemetery and yahrzeit 

candles on the anniversary of death.  Every 

holiday begins with the formula reminding us 

that lighting candles is a religious responsibility.   

 Lighting candles is not merely a ritual: it is 

a philosophy of life.  Where there is darkness, 

we must kindle a light; and where there is light, 

we must enhance the brightness by lighting 

more candles. 

 As a congregational community, we are 

charged to bring Torah Ora - the light of Jewish 

Tradition - to the contemporary world.  While 

many people immediately see shortcomings and 

failures, Judaism encourages us to focus on what 

we are doing well, acknowledging that we can 

always do better.  

 There is no congregation in Central Florida 

that can match our spirit! We are not afraid to 

laugh and to find joy in our Shabbat services. 

We are proud that our children so comfortably 

and capably participate in worship services. 

Every Bat/Bar Mitzva family will attest to the fact 

that out -of-town guests are impressed, as are 

guests from other local congregations. Our 

children walk into our building for Religious 

School with smiles, and they know that at Beth 

Am they are a ñsomebodyò: self-esteem remains 

our highest priority. It is truly a school where 

teachers care and excellence is attained.  

 Our congregation now numbers 250 

households, with a little over 100 students in our 

school. New members continue to join the Beth 

Am Family, coming from all parts of the Greater 

Orlando area because they know that it is worth 

the drive. There is a myriad of reasons for 

belonging to our congregation. The bottom line 

is that we must support the congregation so that 

it exists for the next generation.  

 There is a Talmudic teaching (Shabbat 

11a): Every city whose roofs are higher than the 

synagogue will ultimately be destroyed. It is a 

statement of priority. Communal organizations 

are important, even critical to the future of the 

Jewish community; the Synagogue is vital to the 

spiritual survival of Judaism: it is the heartbeat 

of the Jewish community.  

 In the quote commonly attributed to 

Eleanor Roosevelt, we can curse the darkness or 

we can light a candle.  I am proud to be part of 

a congregation that actively pushes away 

darkness with light and delight.  

Message  
from  

Our Rabbi  
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Message 
from Our 
President  

Having just returned home from the Annual 

Congregation Meeting, I am overcome with 

enthusiasm and I am optimistic about where 

we  are heading in 2015. The newly elected 

Board of Directors is focused  on  growth, 

long-range planning, and making the Beth 

Am experience exceptional for all of our 

member families. 

 

More than two-dozen congregants have 

committed to working to make Beth Am 

stronger as we approach the year 2020 and 

beyond. As we near our 40th birthday as a 

congregation, I am convinced that even 

more members will be joining this effort to 

insure that we are around for another 40 

years. 

 

Our Mitzva Brigade continues to raise the 

bar on tikkun olam. As a congregation, we 

wholeheartedly support their efforts. On a 

personal note, I take great pride in being the 

President of a congregation where our 

members are taking such an active role in 

our community and making a difference.  

As we more forward, the congregation 

approved changes in our by-laws that, in my 

opinion, make us fiscally stronger, 

transparent in our activities and better 

prepared to meet the needs of a growing  

 congregation. 

 

    We are evolving. Like the butterfly, we will 

emerge more elegant and prepared to fly. 

We must continue to place our focus on all 

of the incredibly positive things happening at 

Beth Am. We must learn to work together 

constructively. We must commit to making 

Beth Am a better place as a result of our 

efforts.  

 

    I know that we will encounter a few speed 

bumps on our journey. Even a child 

experiences a few growing pains. I am, 

nonetheless, committed to working with any 

and every congregant who shares the vision 

of a better, stronger, healthier, wealthier, 

spiritually fulfilling Congregation Beth Am. 
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Happenings From the Mitzvah Brigade  

 Adopt a School Project  
Congregation Beth Am has officially adopted a school!  

 
At the congregational meeting in November, we officially launched our latest project. Fern Lefkowitz gave a moving 

speech explaining about her experiences and how we can make a difference in the life of a child. 

 

The Adopt a School Project is an effort to support the students at Clarcona Elementary School. 75 percent of the 

student body is currently on free and or reduced lunch. This is not a school which is able to receive the numerous 

resources afforded to the Title One schools. They donôt have agencies knocking on their doors asking what they 

can do to help. Thanks to the efforts of members of the Mitzvah Brigade, we have zeroed in on what is the priority 

assistance needed at this time. Food outweighs any other request. As with any project, we need to move slow... 

baby steps. With that in mind, our focus will be to provide food for a pantry. We will take on the responsibility of 

making sure that there are non perishable items on the shelves.  The school has also requested that we collect 

gently worn coats and underwear. With cold weather coming, this also needs to be a priority. 

 

The children in Orange County had the week of Thanksgiving off. This was a time for everyone to get together with 

family and friends and eat a bountiful meal. For many of the children at Clarcona Elementary, this would have 

been a time of not having food in their stomachs. The Mitzvah Brigade responded to the cry for help and put into 

play an action plan providing food bags for over 700 children. Christmas and the winter holiday break are right 

around the corner. They will need our help again.  

 

This is not a project of the Mitzvah Brigade. This is a project for our congregational family.  What can YOU do to 

help? We will have a collection box set up at the entrance way to the synagogue, and kindly request that you  

donate food, jackets and underwear. There will be a pick up on Fridays. As always, financial contributions would 

be greatly appreciated. If you choose to make a donation, please make your checks payable to the ñClarcona ES 

Food Pantry Fundò at the Foundation for Orange County Public Schools.  A little money goes a long way 

when feeding a hungry  child . What else can YOU do to help? When there is a call for help to bag food or make a 

delivery to the school, please say YES.  Clarcona Elementary has requested that all food be shelf stable. No 

fresh food items can be accepted. 

 

Wish List : NON PERISHABLE FOOD ONLY-Examples canned fruits & vegetables (with pull tops), canned 

soups (with pull tops), rice, pasta, jams/ jellies/peanut butter (in plastic containers), canned potatoes, macaroni 

& cheese. 

 

This is only the beginning. Whether you are young or old, there is a place for YOU to be a part of this project. 

It is our sincere hope that our congregational family will embrace this much needed community outreach. 

SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  

 It is time to sign up for the next opportunity to support the efforts of the Second Harvest Food Bank. Please 

join the Mitzvah Brigade on Wednesday, December 17th .  

This is a family friendly activity.  

Sign up is required via the Second Harvest website.  

For more information, please contact Lois Smith. 

http://www.foodbankcentralflorida.org/site/PageServer
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BõNAI MITZVA 

  Andrew LoMedico  
to become a  

  Bar Mitzva on December 13th  Andrew LoMedico (AKA A-Lo), son of Tom and Jen 

LoMedico, is being called to the Torah for the first 

time as a Bar Mitzva.  Andrew is a straight A  

student in the 7th grade gifted program at Markham 

Woods Middle School.  Aside from his regular  

academic classes, Andrew enjoys participating in 

Drama and Art. 

 

Andrew is a natural athlete...a south paw :) and  

Enjoys playing all sports, but his passion is 

Lacrosse, where he always displays leadership on 

and off the field.  When not playing sports Andrew 

loves playing Xbox with his buddies, listening to 

music, hanging with his best friend Sean, and big 

brother Jack.....He's also a wonderful brother and 

friend to his little sister Reggie!  

Sarah Myers  
 to become a  

Bat Mitzva on December 6th  

Sarah is in the 7th grade at Gotha Middle 

School.  She plays viola in the Gotha Middle School 

Chamber Orchestra and just played with the OCPS  

All-County Middle School Honors Orchestra. In  

addition to playing the viola, Sarah also plays the  

piano.  She enjoys drawing, singing, dancing, and  

baking.  Some of Sarah's favorite bands are The 

Beatles, Bruce Springsteen, FUN, Imagine Dragons, 

One Direction, Maroon Five, Five Seconds of  

Summer, and The Who.  Sarah loves making videos 

in her film class, and loves going to the beach and out 

on the lakes with her friends.  She also enjoys going 

to theme parks and riding the roller coasters.  Sarah is 

thinking about a career in architecture and thinks it 

would be cool to design amazing things and big  

buildings. 
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  The Book & Movie Club will  

take a short break for the 

month of December. 

 
  

We will meet again at Panera, on Thursday 

January 15, 2015. The book for January is "Voice 

Called: Stories of Jewish Heroism" by Yossi Katz. 

 

Wishing all a Happy Hanuka 

&   

Happy and Healthy New Year  

 
Hope you'll join us next year!  

 

Norma Greenberg 

Book&movieclub@congbetham.org 

Book & Movie Club    Menõs Club  
 

 

 

 

A special thank you to our  
garage sale volunteers: 

 
Betsy Batwin, Stuart Bourne, 

Mike Cohen, Mati Harac, Mark Lichtenstein, 

Herb Weissman and Shelley Weissman who 

helped earn $600 from our three garage sales. 

  

 

Mazal Tov to 

Dr. Neal Silverstein 

who was named CBA Menôs Club Man of the 

Year and honored with the 2014 Keeper of the 

Flame award on November 23rd. 

Donors To Our High Holy Days Appeal  

Nicholas Abrudescu & Nancy 

Brown Abrudescu 

Ruth Abels 

Gitty Adler 

Greg Alman & Tanna Harris 

Eric & Lisa Alpert 

Michael & Roxanne Baron 

Howard & Betsy Batwin 

Robert & Dana Bial 

Steven & Nikki Botwinik 

Stuart & Michele Bourne 

Phil & Louise Brown 

Michael & Lauri Cayado 

Mike & Joanna Cohen 

Jeff Cohen & Luci Belnick 

Alan Cohn & Sheri Kaplan-Cohn 

Joe & Bernice Davids 

Scott & Rhonda Des Islets 

Charlotte Dolins-Lozano 

Robert Elliott 

Howard & Kim Finkelstein 

Craig & Lisa Fishman 

Carol A. Francis 

Steve & Karen Franzel 

Hilda Frishman 

Philip & Francine Gelfand 

Scott & Jeanne Gold 

Marvin Goldstein 

Michael & Becky Goldstein 

David & Juli Goldstone 

Hank & Norma Greenberg 

Mike & Sandy Groberg 

Millie Harris 

Lori Helman 

Sally Izzo 

Alan & Elyse Jacobs 

Steve & Candace Jaffe 

Steve & Denise Jaffe 

Flory Laub Khan 

Matt & Kristi Klein 

Nancy Kucaba 

Steve & Mary Kutner 

Jack & Jeri Leavitt 

Aaron Lefkowitz 

Ivan & Fern Lefkowitz 

Stan & Jackie Levine 

Mitchell & Marilyn Lustig 

Mel & Judy Marsel 

Tom & Joanie Mayer 

Sherman & Marilyn Miller 

Barry Nager 

Al & Sarah Opoliner 

Thom & Beth Oxborough 

Morris & Sheila Rashy 

Cliff & Denise Reback 

Victor & Lucy Roberts 

Marcia Rosen 

Bernice Shapiro 

Steven Sable & Susan Shapiro 

Jim & Rhonda Scorzelli 

Pearl Seidler 

Steve & Lucy Seidler 

Sam & Rachel Shapiro 

Marc & Nancy Sharfman 

Bob & Andrea Sheldon 

Marc & Diane Siegel 

Elaine Silver & Michael Baron 

Neal & Bernadette Silverstein 

Sherwin & Barbara Sokolov 

Elly Soski 

Marty & Marsha Stein 

Lillian Tobias 

Jason & Kristina Tollefson 

Mae Weisman 

Sherwood & Susan Weisman 

Sheldon & Stacey Weiss 

Herb & Shelley Weissman 

Sam & Jo Ann Woociker 

Anne Zahary 

*Please let us know if we omitted your name. Names will be happily added in future bulletins as payment is received. 

mailto:club@congbetham.org
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DECEMBER 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 

Community  

Minyan 

7:45 am  
Mon-Fri  

 

Jewish  

Academy of  

Orlando 

1 2 

 

 

 
 

Religious School 

Winter Springs 

5 pm 

3 

 

 

 
 

Religious 

School  

CBA 

4:15 pm 

4 5  

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

7:30 pm 
 

Celebrate  

December 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 

 

Bat Mitzva 

Sarah Myers 

6        Vayishlach 

 
Mitzva Class 

9 am 
 

Shabbat  
Service  

9:30 am 
 
 

Bat Mitzva 

Sarah Myers 

7 

 

 

Religious School 
CBA 9:30 AM 

 

Mitzva Brigade 

Meeting-10 a.m. 

8 9 

 

 

Religious School 
Winter Springs 

5 pm 

 

 

Board Meeting 

7:30 p.m. 

10 

 

 

Religious  
School  

CBA 

4:15 pm 

 

 

11 12  

 

 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 

7:30 pm 

 

 

Bar Mitzva 

Andrew 

LoMedico 

13         Vayeshev 

 

 

Mitzva Class 
9 am 

 

 

 

Bar Mitzva 

Andrew 

LoMedico 

14 

 

Religious School 

CBA 
9:30 AM 

 

 

15 16 

 

Religious School 

Winter Springs 
5 pm 

17 
 
Religious School  
CBA 
4:15 pm 

18 19 

 

 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 

7:30 pm 

20             Miketz 

 

No Mitzva Class 

 
Shabbat  

Service  

9:30 am 

21 

No School 

 

 Hanuka Party  

6-8 pm 

22 23 

 

No School 

 

Oakmonte 1:30 

24 

 

No School 

 
 

Office Hours  

9-1 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Office Closed 

26 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

7:30 pm 
 

 

 

Office Closed 

27         Vayigash 

 

No 9am  

Shabbat Session 
 

Shabbat  

Service  

9:30 am 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No School 

 

29 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Office closed 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No school 

 

Office closed 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No school 

 

Office closed 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office closed 

2 

 

No 7:30 service 

at CBA 

 

Please enjoy 

Shabbat at 

Home 

 

Office closed 

3              Vaychi 

 

9am Mitzva 

Class Resumes 

 

Shabbat  

Service  

9:30 am 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

1 Danielle Allen 
1 Sharon Berger 
3 Elli Stein 
4 Leslie Intro 
4 Dan Williams 
5 Elena Bowmer 
5 Jacob Green 
5 Sarah Myers 
5 Robert Rosenberg 
8 Eric Kaltbaum 
9 Glo Padawer 
9 Suzanne Weinstein 
10 Andrew LoMedico 

11 Erin Rosenblatt 
12 David Bernstein 
13 Jackie Levine 
13 Harry Lipkind 
13 Denise Reback 
14 Melissa Abrams 
14 Rachel Shapiro 
15 Paul Karlinsky 
15 Robin Mackler 
16 Nicholas Abrudescu 
17 Lisa  Herwitz 
17 Logan Intro 
17 Mark Lichtenstein 

18 Lillian Tobias 
19 Marge Buxbaum 
21 Kristi Klein 
21 Randi Yoffee 
23 Charlotte Dolins-Lozano 
25 Daniel Kaprow 
25 Pearl Seidler 
26 Frances Brown 
27 Isaac Lewis 
28 Manny Martin 
28 Sophia Poliak 
29 Marilyn Miller 
29 Jerrod Zlatkiss 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

  5 Justin & Alisa Zinovoy  (4) 
15 David & Juli Goldstone  (18) 
17 Alan & Elyse Jacobs  (31) 
18 Scott & Jeanne Gold  (31) 
18 Jon & Gail Lewis  (20) 
19 Manny & Ava Martin  (27) 
20 Steve & Candace Jaffe  (29) 
21 Joe & Bernice Davids  (62) 

21 Jonathan & Jeri Feldheim  (11) 
22 Rich & Ruthie Rubin  (35) 
25 Mark & Jackie Lichtenstein  (31) 
27 Andy & Marilyn Klein  (44) 
27 Evan & Jana Shear  (17) 
30 Dennis Hargis & Mike Reuther (1) 
30 Matt & Kristi Klein  (14) 
30 Marshall & Sandy Pearlman (41) 

 

Mazal Tov  to  

 

Helene Gold  

 

 

 

On the birth of her Great-grandson  

 

Eli Lewis Blumenthal  

 

Mazal Tov  to  

 
Dr. Steven Sable, Susan 

Shapiro and  
Bernice Shapiro 

 
 

On the birth of their Granddaughter  

and Great-granddaughter 
 
 

Elana Jordyn Haftel 
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Yahrzeit Fund 
 

      Lillian Tobias    In loving memory of Chad F. Vignola 
 

      Jerrod & Linda Zlatkiss   In loving memory of Isadore Landau 
  

      Hilda Frishman    In loving memory of Fred Frishman 

      In loving memory of Benjamin Elman 
 

      Fern & Ivan Lefkowitz   In loving memory of Tillie Lefkowitz 
 

      Ruth Abels     In loving memory of David Abels 
 

     Norman Levin    In loving memory of  Steven Glass 
 

     Kail & Faith Brotman   In loving memory of  Samuel Brotman 
 

     Sherman & Marilyn Miller   In loving memory of  Leah Miller 

      In loving memory of Benjamin Miller 
      In loving memory of  Harry Shefner 
 

     Fred & Frances Brown   In loving memory of  Roslyn Brown 

      In loving memory of  Bernice ( Bunny) Grimm 
 

     Helene Gold     In loving memory of  Meyer Gold 
      In loving memory of  Pearl Levy 
 

     Steven & Celia Rosenberg   In loving memory Morris Rosenberg 

       In loving memory Florence Rosenberg 

 
 Joe & Bernice Davids   In loving memory of Marvin Kornick 
 

    General Fund 
 

     Sima Feldberg    In celebration of Phil Kaprowôs 40th birthday 

      In honor of Rabbi Rick 
  

     Sherril Bracco    Well wishes for Elizabeth Skowronski 
 

     Joy & Lon Winter    In honor of her father, Irving Jacobsonôs 104 1/2  birthday 

      In celebration of their dear friend Sherril Braccoôs birthday 

      In celebration of their daughter Jessica Staffordôs birthday 
   

     Hank & Norma Greenberg   In honor of Dr. Neal, ñMan of the Yearò 
 

     Howard & Betsy Batwin   In honor of Elyse Jacobs for keeping the synagogue in order 
 

     Lloyd & Mary Lavin    In celebration of Blake & Katlynôs wedding 
  

    Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 
     
    The Weiss Family    In celebration of Sarah Dorman becoming a Bat Mitzva 
    

     Tree of Life 
 

     Dr. Steven Sable, Susan Shapiro                     In celebration of the birth of Elana Jordyn Haftel 
         & Bernice Shapiro 

SUPPORTERS OF BETH AM  
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We Remember ñ December Yahrzeits  

 1  Harvey Franzel   Father of    Steven Franzel 

 1    Marvin Rosenberg  Father of   Andrea Lewis 

 1  William Hopson   Uncle of    Marlene Levin 

 1  Samuel Schulman  Grandfather of   Mark Schulman 

 2  Abraham Lipkind   Father of   Harry Lipkind 

 2  Samuel Tulip   Uncle of    Cyndie Elman 

 3  Diana Goodman   Grandmother of   Debbie Zelkowitz 

 3  Sarah Harac   Mother-in-Law of  Mati Harac 

 3  Sarah Harac   Grandmother of   Seth Harac 

 4  Marthanne Klugman  Mother of   Deborah Wittig 

 5  Hyman Kaplan   Father of   Lawrence Kaplan 

 5  Manuel Mendel   Brother of      Simon Mendel 

 5  Judith Sheplan   Mother of   Ed Sheplan 

 7  Brandon Buchberg  Brother of   Mike Buchberg 

 7  Martha Sarnoff   Grandmother of   Jill Riola 

 7  Morris Baron   Grandfather of    Michael Baron 

 7  Rose Fishman   Grandmother of   Sheri Rosenberg 

 8  Len Goldstein   Father of   Richard Goldstein 

 9  Annette Fink   Cousin of    Susan Shapiro 

 9  Rita Fineberg   Mother of   Nancy Mendel 

 9  Valentine Agranovsky  Grandmother of   Marie Agranovsky 

 10  Lewis Green   Father of    Jeff Green 

 11  Mira Straubs   Mother of    Zohar Cain  

 12  Florence Klosky   Sister of    Hilda Frishman  

 12  Florence Klosky   Sister of    Al Elman 

 12  Florence Lev   Mother of    Tobe Lev 

 13  Lois Davis   Sister of    Helene Gold 

 15  Bertha Pervin   Mother of   Bernice Shapiro 

 15  Bertha Pervin   Grandmother of   Susan Shapiro  

 15  Janet Lefkovits   Grandmother of   Mark Schulman 

 15  Ralph Laub   Father of   Robyn Colley 

 16  Irving Greenwald   Father of   Sherril Bracco 

 16  Mose Karesh   Grandfather of   Marsha Stein 

 16  Mose Karesh   Father of   Sondra Pritchard 

 17  Rabbi Macklouf Bitton  Father of   Denise Reback 

 17  Sylvia Cohen   Grandmother of   Jason Eichenholz 

 18  Arnold ñAlò Butnick  Uncle of    Stephen Seidler 

 18  Arnold ñAlò Butnick  Brother-in-Law of  Pearl Seidler 

 18  Arnold ñAlò Butnick  Father of   Rhonda Scorzelli 

 18  Fannie Dorfman   Mother of   Roberta Bernstein 

 18  Fannie Dorfman   Grandmother of   Michael Bernstein 

 19  Max Kristal   Father of   Sandy Pearlman 

 19   Phyllis  Hecht   Mother of   Ava Martin 

 20  Beatrice Finkelstein  Mother of   Howard Finkelstein 

 21  Jeanette Lack   Mother of   Ilona Sheplan 

 21  Joseph Pervin   Father of   Bernice Shapiro 

 21  Jospeh Pervin   Grandfather of   Susan Shapiro  
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We Remember ñ December Yahrzeits  

 22  Charles Bernstein   Husband of   Roberta Bernstein 

 22  Charles Bernstein   Father of   Michael Bernstein 

 22  Dustin Rose   Son of     Ed & Lynn Rose 

 23  Ruth Loeb   Mother of   Carol A. Francis 

 24  Meyer Handler   Grandfather of   Barbara Bernstein 
 26  Florence Olicker   Mother of   Jackie Levine 

 26  ̀  Herman Mozlin   Father of    Marilyn Klein 

 27  Louis Gelfand   Father of   Philip Gelfand 

 28  Doris Werk   Mother of   Lloyd Werk 

 28  Helen Ascher   Mother of    Myron Ascher 

 29  Irving Aaron Fishman  Father of    Sheri Rosenberg 

 29  Ruth Williams   Mother of   Dan Williams 

 30  Arnold Taub   Father of    Glo Padawer 

 30  Bessie Zang   Grandmother of   Michael Berren 

 31  Bernard Tobias   Husband of    Lillian Tobias 

 

On Sunday November 16, 2014 the annual meeting of Congregation Beth Am was held.  It was positive and upbeat. Mark 

Lichtenstein shared the Haftara scroll that came to Beth Am for Shabbat from the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs. The 

only existing scroll of its kind in the United States, Rabbi Rick explained the significance of the scroll. Thank you Mark for 

allowing Beth Am to share in this experience. 

 

Congregation President Debbie Davids shared the highlights of 2014, which included a new A/C unit, a repaired A/C unit 

and a new Torah that was introduced at Simchat Torah.  For 2015 CBA can look forward to involvement from the Long 

Range Planning Committee. This committee is focusing on three areas.  Robin Eichenholtz is in charge of the Programming 

group; Steven Botwinik is heading the Membership group; and David Goldstone is heading the Communications group. 

Anyone interested in joining any of the committees should please contact the Chairperson. We look forward to all of the 

great ideas coming from them! 

       

 

      

       

   

    

   

    

    

   

   

      

Joanie Mayer headed the by-laws revision committee.  She gave a presentation pointing out the changes in the new by-laws.    

After a lively discussion, the new by-laws were adopted. 

 

Robyn Colley spoke to the congregation about a new social hall floor.  Michael Baron provided the details of the project.  

The 7th grade parents have collected funds to put down a new floor in the social hall.  They have raised 2/3 of the money and 

are looking to raise the last few dollars. If you would like to contribute, then please make your donation noting that it is for 

the social hall floor. The members approved the expenditure of funds for the social hall floor. 

 

Fern Lefkowitz gave a moving speech about the Mitzva Brigadeôs program with Clarcona Elementary School.  They will be  

providing food for 800 students over the Thanksgiving holiday.  They are in need of cash, winter clothing, shoes and canned 

goods.  CBA is very proud and in full support of what the Mitzva Brigade is doing.  Rachel Shapiro, who teaches at this 

school, shared how much this is appreciated by the principal and what a difference this will make to the students. 

 

Our treasurer, Matt Klein presented the financial report and the budget for 2015 that had been approved by the Board of  

Directors.  We are looking good for 2015 due to the large Bônai Mitzva class, but we need to start planning for 2016 now. 

Elections for the Board of Directors for 2015 were held. 

President - Debbie Davids 

Past President - Steve Leibowitz 

President-Elect - David Goldstone 

Treasurer - Matt Klein 

Secretary - Katlyn Tissue 

VP Religious Activities - Phil Kaprow 

VP Education - Brian Dorman 

Director - Fran Gelfand 

Director - Michael Baron 

Director - Steven Botwinik 
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eBay FOR CBA 
 

Donations are way downéé..Please Help! 
 

 
     ÅThink of CBA when you clean out your 

 closets or garage ! 
 
     ÅWe will pick up your items!  

 
      Å All proceeds benefit CBA! 
 
      ÅPlease let us know if you will consider  

 a vehicle donation! 
 
 

Call Herb Weissman  
321-246-0717 

for a pickup appointment. 

Catering By A rtisans  
(Your CBA Caterer)  

 

Celebrating a simc ha at Beth Am?  
 

If you wanté 
 

Ò delicious food  

Ò an impressive presentation  

Ò personal, caring attention  

Ò every last detail taken care of  

Ò unbeatable pricing  

Ò catering profits to benefit Beth 

Am  
Then...  

Catering By Artisans  

is your only  choice!  
 

For information, contact: 

 

Sheri Rosenberg 

321.356.1529 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH:  

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ORTHODOX,  

REFORM AND CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM? 

 

First and foremost, these expressions of Judaism are not disparate denominations: they are movements (sometimes  

referred to as óstreams,ô each one with a different perspective of the same Tradition). 
 

Some people wrongly  believe that Orthodoxy is at the top of the traditional standard, Reform is at the bottom, and 

Conservative Judaism (now identified as Masorti, or ñtraditionalò) is somewhere in the middle.  
 

Instead of inappropriately picturing a vertical line going from top to bottom ï most to least ï it is religiously and  

culturally correct to portray Jewish Tradition as a horizontal line. Orthodoxy occupies a very narrow segment in the 

middle of the line. Conservative/Masorti Judaism selects a much longer segment of the line, indicating a wide range 

of opportunities to fulfill Jewish values and practices within limits. Reform Judaism accepts the full line without lim-

its. Thus, instead of the range being ñfrom most to least,ò the range of movements is ñfrom narrow to open to wide 

open. 
 

Historically, Orthodox  Judaism is the narrowest of the movements, modeling Jewish life and beliefs and the codes 

and culture of Eastern Europe of the 17th and 18th century. Reform  Judaism is the cultural view of Judaism that 

began in the Enlightenment of Western Europe, changing Jewish Traditional practice and beliefs in light of secular 

society. 
 

Conservative (Masorti)  Judaism expresses the return to Rabbinic Judaism and the methodology of interfacing  

traditional Jewish practice and beliefs with the needs of living in the modern world . 
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